H898

Verner were taken from us far too
soon. Four students are still in Spar-
row Hospital. One, thankfully, has been
released and is at home.

In the days since, we have all spent
many hours in East Lansing talking to
MSU current Spartans and alumni. The
strength and resilience I have wit-
nessed has been both inspiring and
moving.

I have attended vigils where thou-
sands have shown up to honor the vic-
tims and talk to students who are too
scared to leave their dorm rooms.

We have seen demonstrations where
brave young students have made clear
that they want action, not just
thoughts and prayers.

I have also met with many of the 25
different law enforcement and first re-
sponder organizations that ran toward
the danger that night. I commend the
911 dispatchers who guided agencies
calmly during the response for both the
shootings and the manhunt, as well as
thank staff at Sparrow Hospital for
saving students who were transported
with gunshot wounds.

Our community is Spartan strong,
but the grief remains palpable—even on
my own team, my staff who is here—
among current MSU and alumni.

Almost 15 months ago, this same
group of Michigan lawmakers with our
friends and allies stood up here to
mourn the loss of life at Oxford High
School. It seems beyond belief that I
am a Member of Congress who has now
overseen two school shootings in her
district in 15 months—yet another hor-
rific tragedy that has forever changed
the families of the victims, their class-
mates, professors, and the entire com-
munity.

We cannot be desensitized to this
senseless violence.

As the Representative of the univer-
sity, I have heard from people across
the State who love MSU and want to
protect our children. All anyone wants
is to protect our kids in a place that
should be their sanctuary. Gun vio-
lence is the number one killer of chil-
dren under 21, and I will work with
anyone who is willing to recognize that
and decide that we are not going to ac-
cept it.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues for a moment of silence for
Arielle, for Brian, for Alexandria, and
for the families and our State who
grieve this immeasurable loss.

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE,
AND TECHNOLOGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS) laid before the House the fol-
lowing resignation as a member of the
Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology:
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 22, 2023.
The Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR HONORABLE MCCARTHY: I hereby re-
sign from the House Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology.

Sincerely,
MIKIE SHERRILL,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

———

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RE-
SOURCES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Natural Resources:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 24, 2023.
Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This letter serves as
my intent to resign from the House Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, effective
today.

Sincerely,
JIM COSTA,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

———

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Agriculture:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, February 27, 2023.
Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER MCCARTHY: Following my
appointment to the House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence for the 118th Con-
gress, I hereby resign from the House Com-
mittee on Agriculture for the 118th Congress,
effective today.

Sincerely,
STACEY E. PLASKETT.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

———

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE,
AND TECHNOLOGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, February 27, 2023.
Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER MCCARTHY: Following my
appointment to the House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence, I hereby resign
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from the House Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee, effective today. It is my
intent to return to this Committee at the
next opportunity.
Sincerely,
AMI BERA, M.D.,
Member of Congress, CA-06.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

———————

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Armed Services:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 27, 2023.
Speaker KEVIN MCCARTHY,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER MCCARTHY: This letter
serves as my intent to resign from the House
Armed Services Committee.

Sincerely,
JASON CROW,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

———
O 19156

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 164

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE: Ms. Pingree,
Mr. Carbajal, Ms. Craig, Mr. Soto.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES:
Veasey.

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET: Mr. Espaillat.

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES: Mrs.
Lee of Nevada.

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECH-
NOLOGY: Mr. Tonko.

Mr. AGUILAR (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be considered as
read and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Mr.

—————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1139

Mr. HERN. Mr. Speaker, I hereby re-
move my name as cosponsor of H.R.
1139.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is accepted.
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WELCOMING J.W. DUNCAN

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, at 5:19
this afternoon, I became a grandfather.

My middle son, J.P. Duncan, had our
first grandchild, John Waylon, J.W.
Duncan, 8 pounds, 4 ounces, and you
can tell this Congressman is excited.

————————

KAVYA JAKASANIA WINS COUNTY
SPELLING BEE

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to praise a great speller in my
district, Kavya Jakasania. The seventh
grade student at Frank R. Conwell,
Middle School 4, in Jersey City won the
2023 Hudson County Spelling Bee re-
cently.

Kavya bested a field of 62 of my dis-
trict’s top spellers to take the crown.
It was a tough battle to the end, but
after 12 rounds, Kavya spelled the word
“internecine” correctly to win the
spelling bee.

For my edification and for my col-
leagues who are curious about ‘‘inter-
necine,” it means deadly or marked by
great slaughter.

With her victory, Kavya advances to
the Scripps National Spelling Bee on
May 30 through June 1. I know she will
do a great job.

She has already made me, her school,
and her family very proud of her suc-
cess.

———

HONORING SENIOR MASTER
SERGEANT MARK LETT

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor Senior Master Sergeant Mark
Lett, an American hero who retired
after 26 faithful years of service from
the United States Air Force in 2011.

Senior Master Sergeant Lett was
born in Knoxville, Tennessee, and at-
tended Carter High School. He joined
the Air Force in 1985.

Mr. Speaker, Sergeant Lett served as
an in-flight refueling specialist on a
KC-135 aircraft in addition to serving
as a flight instructor and flight engi-
neer.

During his long career, he was sta-
tioned in five States across the United
States. While serving as a flight engi-
neer, he deployed to Uzbekistan and
Afghanistan in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom. He received numer-
ous awards during his Air Force career,
including the Meritorious Service
Medal with two oak leaf clusters, the
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, and
many more.

After retiring from the Air Force in
2011, he returned to Knoxville. In July
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2014, I was pleased to note that he
joined the Knox County Veterans Serv-
ices as the deputy veterans service offi-
cer.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recog-
nize American hero Senior Master Ser-
geant Lett as Tennessee Second Dis-
trict’s Veteran of the Month.

———

PUTTING PEOPLE OVER POLITICS

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
House Democrats are putting people
over politics by lowering kitchen-table
costs, creating better-paying jobs, cut-
ting costs for healthcare coverage, and
capping out-of-pocket drug costs for
seniors.

However, extreme MAGA Repub-
licans have an economic plan that
would do just the opposite. Mr. Speak-
er, House Republicans are set to ad-
vance a new 30 percent national sales
tax. This will increase the average
family’s costs for groceries and essen-
tials by hundreds of dollars each and
every month.

Some MAGA Republicans say they
want to cut Social Security and Medi-
care, and working families will lose
their hard-earned benefits. They are
putting special interests of the few
over the working-class majority.

House Democrats will continue to
fight for working families. We will al-
ways put people over politics and sen-
iors over party, and we will always, al-
ways put people first.

———
PETE BUTTIGIEG SHOULD RESIGN

(Mr. COLLINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call on the Secretary of
Transportation, Pete Buttigieg, to re-
sign immediately.

The Secretary’s priorities don’t line
up with what the American people ex-
pect from him. Buttigieg has failed to
execute DOT’s mission, which is to im-
prove the quality and safety of our Na-
tion’s transportation system.

Instead, he is laser-focused on
wokeness at the agency and in our cul-
ture. Think about it. He took 10 days
to even acknowledge the devastating
train derailment in East Palestine,
Ohio.

During those 10 days, as Ohioans fled
from their homes and feared for their
health, he did find time to say that
there are too many White people in the
construction industry. I don’t know
about you, but when I see the men and
women who build the structures that
house us and the roads that connect us,
I am not thinking about their race. I
just appreciate that they are doing the
hard work that is necessary for our so-
ciety to thrive.

It is time for Pete to go back to Indi-
ana so someone serious about building
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infrastructure and transportation sys-
tems that are safe and effective can
start getting the job done.

———

OUR SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE WILL
NOT WAVER

(Mr. NICKEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NICKEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the free and inde-
pendent nation of Ukraine.

It has been over a year since Vladi-
mir Putin ordered his tanks and troops
into Ukraine. In the past year, the
United States has led an extraordinary
coalition of global partners to stand
against Russia’s unprovoked and brutal
invasion of Ukraine.

Mr. Speaker, I traveled to Ukraine
with then-Vice President Al Gore in
the 1990s as a staffer, and it fills my
heart with pride to know that Kyiv
still stands strong. Ukraine is still
free, and democracy still prevails. Our
support for Ukraine will not waver.

I wish we didn’t have to spend any
money in Ukraine, but if Putin wins,
we will spend a thousand times more
trying to contain an emboldened and
aggressive Russia.

We must continue to stand with
Ukraine in their fight for freedom and
democracy.

—————

CONGRATULATING ARMSTRONG-IN-
DIANA-CLARION DRUG AND AL-
COHOL COMMISSION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late the Armstrong-Indiana-Clarion
Drug and Alcohol Commission on win-
ning the 2022 John W. Britt Community
Service Award.

The John W. Britt Community Serv-
ice Award is given to a non-law en-
forcement agency or entity that makes
a significant contribution to the efforts
of liquor and/or tobacco enforcement
and demonstrates program effective-
ness through underlying efforts and
practices.

Mr. Speaker, the Armstrong-Indiana-
Clarion Drug and Alcohol Commission
provides alcohol, tobacco, other drugs,
and problem gambling prevention serv-
ices within the three-county region to
schools, universities, businesses, orga-
nizations, and other entities.

In 2021-2022, AICDAC partnered with
Pennsylvania’s Bureau of Liquor Con-
trol Enforcement on several underage
drinking prevention activities, a fetal
alcohol spectrum disorder campaign,
awareness presentations around prom
season, and small games of chance
trainings.

The AICDAC is a model example of
programming and partnerships that
have made and continue to make con-
tributions to enhance the efforts of liq-
uor enforcement and raise awareness in
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